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St. John Bosco Sponsorship Program 

February is the start of the school year here in Honduras for public schools.  
There are many private bilingual schools which use the US school schedule, but for the kids in our 
neighborhood and in the Missioners’ St. John Bosco Sponsorship program, the school year starts in February.  
The reason for this school schedule is because the coffee harvesting season is from November to February. So 
the kids are off in time to help with the harvest if their families are coffee farmers.   

We brought back with us from Texas backpacks for the 30 kids in the sponsorship program. Once here, we 
packed them with school supplies before handing them out at a Back-to-School kick-off party.  Thankfully, this 
year the students returned to the classrooms.  The virtual school was really difficult, frustrating, and not very 
successful for most of the kids in the program.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa Margarita Physical Therapy Clinic 

The clinic is a beautiful space and getting daily use.  The two therapists see patients Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays at the Clinic.  They do administration and upkeep on Mondays and visit patients and past patients in 
their homes on Wednesdays.  Many of our family have gone with them on home visits and enjoyed getting to 

know the patients.  Daniel has spent a lot of time 
researching and working on getting the hydrotherapy pool 
working.  He only flooded the clinic once… The kids have 
thoroughly enjoyed having a new swimming pool. 

In May, three exercise therapists from Arizona came on 
mission. In addition to working with the established 
patients, they also gave some trainings to the therapists 
here, especially on how to give therapy to children with 
autism.  They spent time with the children with special 
needs at the orphanages and show the staff how to help 
them exercise to gain better muscle control.  They also 



invited us to join in their exercise time which Solanus, Joseph, Thomas, and Peter really enjoyed. 

On the Feast of St. Joseph, March 19th, many Latin American countries including Honduras celebrate Father’s 
Day.  We helped the therapists put on a program for the fathers of patients or any patients who are fathers to 
give them an afternoon of encouragement and support.  Daniel gave a little reflection on fatherhood. 

One of the last things needed to make the clinic secure is a concrete block wall around the back.  Right now 
there is just a corrugated tin fence which is not very sturdy.  We are trying to raise the money for the wall, so if 
you’d like to make a donation toward it, let us know.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luz de Esperanza Mothers’ Group 

This is a group for mothers of the neighborhood which has 
existed in various forms for over 15 years.  During the first 
year and a half of the COVID pandemic, they still had 
online meetings when possible.  Bust last November, they 
met in person for the first time and had a great turnout, 30 
women!  The Missioners host them women and provide 
structure for their meetings.  Michelle was invited to be a 
part of the team and has enjoyed getting to know the women 
better.  There is big age range of mothers, from first-time 
moms to grandmothers.  During the meetings, we pray, visit, 
watch formation videos, crochet, and share our stories.  
Many of the women’s stories of faith through trials and 
sufferings is very inspiring.  

 

House Visits 

On Wednesdays we visit the homes of the families in 
the Missioners’ programs, such as those above. 
Whichever Missioners are available are divided up into 
teams of about 5 people each and we head out walking 
through the neighborhood or sometimes driving to 
homes farther away.  During a typical visit, we ask 
about how the family is doing, share the Gospel reading 



of the day, and pray with them, especially for any specific intention they have.  But some atypical home visits 
have included spending an hour talking about Marvel movies, passing cute babies around, making tortillas and 
playing soccer.  

Our Lady of Suyapa 

Here in Honduras, February 3rd is the feast of Our Lady of Suyapa. She is the patroness of Honduras and her 
story is unique. She is a two-and-a-half-inch wooden statue found by a farmer in a corn field.  He brought it 
home and it was placed on the family’s altar where it sat for 20 years.  After miracles started happening through 
the intercession of Our Lady of Suyapa, the statue was moved to a chapel built in her honor in 1777.  

While back in Texas in for Christmas, we got sick with Covid in January a week before we were scheduled to 
return to Honduras.  So we asked the intercession of Our Lady of Suyapa that we might get the required 
negative Covid tests and be able to return to Honduras before her feast day.  We returned just in time for Our 

Lady’s feast day and went to Mass at the Cathedral 
where we thanked her for her prayers for a safe return.   

For some of this year the statue of Our Lady of 
Suyapa is traveling the country to each diocese and 
most parishes for at least a Mass.  We went to the 
welcoming Mass at the Cathedral.  It has been neat to 
see the faithful get so excited and doing so much to 
prepare for the time they have the statue at their 
parish.  Most people can’t travel to the basilica where 
it is normally kept, so they feel blessed to be able to 
see the statue and honor the patroness of their country.   

While our friends, the Stengels, were visiting, we 
traveled to Tegucigalpa to the Basilica on Easter 
Tuesday.     

 

Mountain of Hope 

This is the name giving to the piece of property about 3 hours away near the town of Cabanas.  We mentioned it 
in some of last years’ newsletters because we spent some time camping and doing work projects there.  It is a 
beautiful property with lovely views including that of a waterfall.  Daniel has helped with the plans for 
developing the property, which now includes a “team cabin” that can house about 18 people, has a chapel and 
open room with a kitchen and living space. Right now he is 
working on getting a “family cabin” built by a Honduran company 
that builds wooden cabins.  This will allow for a family our size or 
2 smaller families to be able to get out of the city a bit for a retreat 
or a weekend away.  In February, Daniel, Emmanuel, and Maria 
Victoria joined about 15 others for the first official camping 
retreat put on by the Missioners of Christ.  It was a cold, windy 
weekend, but the team did a great job providing talks and team-
building activities.   

 

 



 

 

Retreats 

In February, the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal and the 
Missioners of Christ hosted a Pan de Vida (Bread Of Life) 
retreat in Casa Guadalupe.  It is a Eucharistic-centered 
weekend for youth high-school-aged and up.  Maria Victoria 
and Emmanuel attended the retreat and Daniel and I gave our 
testimony about discerning our vocations and preparing for 
marriage.   

The first weekend of June, the Friars 
and Missioners hosted a chastity retreat 
called Creados Para Amar (Called to 
Love).  Many of the same youth 
attended this retreat, including Maria 
Victoria and Emmanuel.  Juan Pablo 
was also able to attend the retreat since 
he returned to Honduras after passing 
his private pilot’s exam on May 21.  
We are so proud of him and blessed to 
have him back here with us.  At the 
chastity retreat, we gave a talk on 
marriage on Pentecost Sunday right 
before the final Mass of the retreat 
during which the youth made a promise 
to chastity and received a ring.    

Missions 

This year the Missioners of Christ have had several missions with groups 
coming from the United States to evangelize communities around the 
country.  The groups that have come have included FOCUS teams, 
students from Texas A&M 
(Whoop!), University of 
Texas, seminarians and 
priests from the Diocese of 
Phoenix and Richmond.  As I 
write this, we have high 
school students from 
Virginia and North Carolina.  
Most groups come for about 
a week and are split up into 
smaller teams mixed with 
Missioners of Christ to go 
visit homes and invite people 
to the local church for prayer.   



Many times the teams stay in the communities with a family.  Maria Victoria, Emmanuel, and Juan Pablo have 
had the opportunity to go on mission and are able to share their testimony, translate, and guide programs and 
prayers.    

Benefactors, Friends, and Family 

We couldn’t do any of this without you all.  We are so grateful for your support, love, and prayers as we spend 
this time in Honduras.  While we have shared with you some of the bigger events and on-going ministries, there 
are so many encounters with Christ in the poor that we have daily.  The other day at Mass for the Solemnity of 
the Holy Trinity, Padre Jonas, the priest at our local parish was talking about the power of the name of God, the 
words of baptism, and how the usual greeting or parting words always mentioned the name of God.  It is not 
unusual to the older women in the Mothers’ Group to say, “See you next week, if God wants it.” (“… si Dios 
quiere”) We should remember and live in this dependence we all have on God’s holy Will. And not be afraid to 
call on His Holy Name in our daily lives.  

Please join us in praying for some of the families we are currently helping in their needs: 

Katherine is one of the students of the St. John Bosco Sponsorship Program and the oldest of 4 children.  Her 
mother has had back pain for much of her life, but in the past few years and especially after a fall while carrying 
firewood, she has been unable to work.  Katherine is in her last year of high school and working to try to 
provide for the family.  Recently the situation became more stressed when Katherine’s cousin had a house fire 
which killed the father of the family, badly burned the mother who will be in the hospital for a month or 2, and 
left the three small children practically orphaned. Katherine and her mom have at two different times traveled to 
care for the family and have taken in the smallest child, a two-year-old boy.  So with one more mouth to feed 
and the expense of traveling, Katherine is feeling the heavy weight on her shoulders. We have helped with food, 
clothes, and school supplies and going to visit and pray frequently with the family.   Please pray for healing for 
Katherine’s mom’s back, for quick healing for her cousin’s burns, for emotion healing for all as they trust in 
God’s care for them.   

Cinthia is a woman in the Mother’s group and one of her 5 children is in the sponsorship program.  During a 
house visit to the family soon after the birth of of 5th child, we found out that the 6-year-old son, Moises, had 
suffered a seizure the week before.  He had seizures when he was younger, but hadn’t had one for over a year 
and therefore was not on medicine or seeing a doctor.  Being only 2 weeks postpartum, Cinthia and her husband 
did not have the money to pay for the neurological exams or doctors visits.  We were able to take Cinthia and 
Moises to the neurologist and he was put on medication.  His little body is having a hard time adjusting to the 
medication and Cinthia is worried about him, but each visit to the doctor is expensive.  Please pray for healing 
for Moises, for the family to be able to receive good medical care, and for continued faith in God’s providence. 

So we continue in this family mission to serve, as it pleases God - and we pray daily for you and God’s 
blessings on you! 

Thanks and all Glory to God! 

Daniel and Michelle Hinckley 

with Juan Pablo, Emmanuel, Maria Victoria, Solanus, Joseph, Thomas and Peter. 


